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FAENEME A 3, When heaven begets such a beauty it finds// it hard to throw it away,
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%%MH%E@O In the warmth of the lotus screens// she passed the nights of the spring.
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MFE A LW, The Yang family had a daughter// who had just grown up,

FEERE AR, Brought up in the women’s quarters,// not known to the outside world.
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KA KIH, Home, where the pools and garden were all //as they had been before,

KK FEZEARIMI, The lotuses in the Taiye pond, //the Weihyang palace willows
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On Compromising Adaptive Strategies in Translating Classical Chinese Poems into English

——Taking Harris’ Translation Song of Lasting Regret as an Example

CHEN Qi-min
(School of Foreign languages, Wuhan Textile University, Wuhan Hubei 430073, China)

Abstract: Translation consists in a transferring activity between languages under the restrains of multiple cultural contexts. To translate
classical Chinese poems into English and to promote cross-cultural communication, translators should adopt proper translation strategies
according to differences between Chinese and English cultural contexts. Taking Peter Harris’ translation Song of Lasting Regret as an
example, this paper studies how the translator selects compromising strategies on the three poetic levels of sound, form and meaning, to
adapt to both source and target cultural contexts and convey the features of classical Chinese poetry to a greatest degree.

Key words: compromise; adaption; poem translation; Song of Lasting Regret



